


Tour 5 locations in the City of Lancaster recognized by the 
National Underground Railroad  Network to Freedom with   
authentic connections to this early civil rights movement 

LancasterHistory—A Network to Freedom Facility 

Lancaster County’s Historical Society &                                         
President James Buchanan’s Wheatland 

 

The Fulton Theatre 

Built on the foundation of the Old Lancaster County Jail 

 

Thaddeus Stevens & Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site 
Preserved within the Lancaster County Convention Center 

 

Site of the former Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad                   
Major exhibit about Lancaster City history 

 

Thaddeus Stevens’ Grave & Monument                                   
Shreiner-Concord Cemetery 

Jan 18, 2021  

V2013ZDdavidg  

“You will be a better human being by the end of this tour!” 

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

“One of the best tours I have ever taken. If you want a deep understanding of Lancaster’s rich history 

take this tour. Randy is incredibly knowledgeable and willing to answer anything you can think of. 

Take the tour, see a bunch of incredible things and learn about some pretty amazing people.” 



LancasterHistory 
 Lancaster County’s Historical Society &                                     
    President James Buchanan’s Wheatland 

 

 

 

 
 

 
https://www.lancasterhistory.org/ 

Tours begin on the grounds of this regional museum, research facility and archive. 

LancasterHistory houses an extensive collection of primary and secondary source 

material about this area’s Underground Railroad heritage.  Access to this facility is 

not part of this tour. You are encouraged to make separate arrangements to visit. 

We meet on the grounds of LancasterHistory for a brief orientation to the walking 

tour of sites in the nearby heart of the historic City of Lancaster. 

https://www.lancasterhistory.org/finding-aids/african-american-records-collection-1780-1984/


The Fulton Theatre 

Built on the foundation of the Old Lancaster County Jail 

Review  

Trip Advisor (Viator) reviews of Origins of the Underground Railroad tours conducted by Randolph Harris, Lancas-
ter, PA, a partner in the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, an advocate for retaining, conserving 
and re-purposing historic properties, neighborhoods and landscapes since 1980.  

Jun 7, 2021—AshandDeaggo2021  

Life Changing!!  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

This experience was absolutely spectacular. Randy (our guide) has dedicated so much of his time and life into gath-

ering a wealth of information regarding Mr. Stevens and Mrs. Smith. Those 2 people were instrumental in the freeing 

of slaves and saving the lives of so many African Americans. The fact they have not made it into our children’s histo-

ry book is truly a crime. It is of the utmost importance to learn this history in order to teach our kiddos. If you have the 

ability to go to Lancaster and take this tour; it will change your life. I feel honored to have been able to spend hours 

with Randy and soak in the amount of history and knowledge he provides to you on this amazing tour of Lancaster, 

PA. Randy so kind and explains things in detail that really only he has due to the amount of work he has put into re-

search. This was a highlight of our vacation and we will be back for the tour of Mr. Steven’s home/museum once 

completed in 2022-2023. 



Thaddeus Stevens & Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site 

A heritage attraction work in process.  

Expected public opening 2024 



 

Reviews—Published by TripAdvisor 

May 23, 2021  

kathil241  

Great introduction to the city and its history.  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

The graveyards were my favorite part of the tour, also just walking around downtown Lancaster showed us a 

lot that we'd like to return for.  

 

 

Jun 14, 2021 

Karen_H 

Very accommodating  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad   

Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

Randy was very knowledgeable and took his 

time and patience to explain things to our 

preteen grandchildren. 

 

 

May 19, 2021  

Theresaevans_E  

Underground Railroad tour  

Viator review: Underground Railroad Walking 

excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

Absolutely fabulous! We learned so much! The 

walk is lovely. Mr Harris spoke informatively and 

precise about everything! Highly recommend!  

Response published  

undergroundRRorigins, Owner  

Posted on: May 23, 2021  

The best thing a tour conductor can receive from guests is a comment about learning something they never 

knew before...a story that they wished they learned in school, and now they will try to find out more. Thanks 

so much Theresa.  

 





Reviews—Published by TripAdvisor 

May 5, 2021  

LouiseLouisiana  

A walk through time  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

Randy knew the old stories of the Underground Railroad and the new stories of the difficult fight to pre-

serve the history. We loved this tour 

and highly recommend it.  

 

Apr 30, 2021  

Chad-Christie-Brewer  

Better Than Expected!  

Viator review: Underground Railroad 

Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, 

PA USA  

There is so much history in Lancas-

ter, and I didn't realize the role Lan-

caster played in the Underground 

Railroad. The best part of the tour, 

besides the history being quite inter-

esting, was the expertise Randy has 

as the tour guide. He was excellent. 

Unbelievably knowledgeable. Highly 

recommend this tour.  

 

Apr 20, 2021  

jamesbB8267RQ  

Brought the Underground Railroad to Vivid To Life  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

Our 3 hour tour in and around Lancaster felt like a trip back in time. Mr Harris, our guide, had abundance of 

knowledge of life in the era that was matched by his passion for his subject.  

Apr 18, 2021  

Adventure402643  

This is a must do in Lancaster.  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

Our guide, Randy was excellent. We learned so much history that none of us had learned in school, espe-

cially about Thaddeus Stevens and Lydia Hamilton Smith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tour Conductor Randolph Harris with students  from the 

 School District of Lan aster at the Thaddeus Stevens &  

 Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site 



Site of the former Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad                   
Major exhibit about Lancaster City history 

More Reviews—Published by TripAdvisor 

Apr 17, 2021  

stephanie_b  

History can be fun  

Viator review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

My kids loved Randy, our tour guide. He engaged them and made history interesting. Still talks about what a 

nice guy he was. Best part is they actually paid attention and retained the information.  

Response published  

UndergroundRRorigins, Manager  

Posted on: Apr 18, 2021  

Dear Stephanie and family: Young people transform these tours into a more meaningful learning experience 

for me. Thank you so much for your comments. Great to be with you.  



Thaddeus Stevens’ Grave & Monument                                   
Shreiner-Concord Cemetery 

Review—Published by TripAdvisor 

Mar 20, 2021  

kreD4ylee  

Worth Every Cent and Minute!  

Tripadvisor review: Underground Railroad Walking excursion-City of Lancaster, PA USA  

This was one of the best historical tours I have been on! Randy, our tour guide, was very knowledgeable and 

passionate about the history of Lancaster 

County. He gives you an experience beyond 

the textbooks and was very accommodating. It 

was worth the 1:30 drive. We will be ...Show all  

Response published  

undergroundRRorigins,Owner  

Posted on: Mar 27, 2021  

Dear Jakreisha - So nice of you to share your 

kind review of our tour together. My experience 

is always more rewarding when there are 

young people in a group. Thank you for organ-

izing this excursion with me for your family and 

friends. Come back soon.  

 


