
March 11, 2015 
 
Hon. J. Richard Gray 
Mayor, City of Lancaster 
120 North Duke Street 
P.O. Box 1599 
Lancaster, PA 17608  
 
Subject:   Demolition of historic buildings, 811 North Prince Street &  Site Redevelopment- 
   Former Site of African American Enclave-Feagleyville; need for site history interpretation 
 
Dear Mayor Gray: 
 
A representative of our Society, Mr. Tim Niesen, attended the meeting of the Lancaster City Heritage Commission on Tuesday, 
February 17, 2015 and spoke about the proposed demolition of the historic buildings at the subject address, and the desire for 
an archeological dig, if and when construction would occur there.  
 
Our Society is concerned about the effects this project will have on potential physical remains that might be found below 
ground of a predominantly African American neighborhood enclave at that location known as Feagleyville. This enclave  occu-
pied that site through the first quarter of the 20th century.   The origins of this neighborhood date to the years immediately 
following the Civil War period. This may have been one of the oldest neighborhoods of predominantly African Americans in the 
City. Please see the attached maps and photos.  
 
Central to our interest is the retention and preservation of any archeological record of the African American church buildings 
that once existed there at two locations that were proximate to each other.  With the attached maps, photos and other re-
search materials, we can assist City staff or representatives of any contracting firms identify the exact locations of those church 
buildings.  However, rather that conducting a phase one or phase two dig at these locations, it might be prudent to discuss the 
possibility of having an observer on site in the event future excavation unearths artifacts from the Feagleyville period.  
 
More important, however, is our interest in discussing the design and installation of an interpretive display somewhere on the 
site or in a building that might constructed there, with representatives of the City and any future development firms.  Mem-
bers of our Society have been researching this community for a number of years and more information is becoming available.  
It is imperative that this historical information be appropriately shared on site. 
 
Will you please let us know if it is possible to place conditions regarding these matters on any City plan or permit approvals?  

Please contact me at the above address to begin discussion of this matter. You may also call me on 717-330-8909,  or by e-mail 

at quamony@aol.com. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.     
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Darlene Colon 
Chairperson, AAHSSCPA 
 
Attachments 
 
Cc:  John Graupera, President, Lancaster City Council 
 Patricia Coller, Chair, Lancaster Historical Commission 

c/o  

Crispus Attucks Community Center 

407 Howard Avenue 

PO Box 894 

Lancaster, PA 17608-0894  



Site of former Gunzenhauser Bakery 811 North Prince Street, Lancaster, PA  
& African American Enclave of Feagleyville, on the block bounded by  

West Clay, West Ross, Prince and Market Streets 
Research and documentation by African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania- February 2015 
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map—1897 &  

Camera Angle for 1897 newspaper photo 
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“MANUFACTURING DISTRICT-Yes, that's what it is today. Some of the City's largest Industries 

are concentrated in the area of N. Prince St. where this photo was taken in 1897. But in those days ti 

was known as "Feagleysville." Behind the old log house in foreground is Negro church. (Entered by 

John Sachs, 228 N.James St.)” 
CAPTION FROM JUNE 13, 1942 EDITION OF THE LANCASTER INTELLIGENCER-JOURNAL 

1897 



Site of former Gunzenhauser Bakery 811 North Prince Street, Lancaster, PA  
& African American Enclave of Feagleyville, on the block bounded by  

West Clay, West Ross, Prince and Market Streets 
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Williams 1890 Directory-Page 26 

African American churches - 

 Lancaster City Directories:  

1884, 1890, 1903, 1913, 1923-24 
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1912 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map— over contemporary satellite image. 

Camera angle for 1914 photo from Lyrics of Lancaster 
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Site of former Gunzenhauser Bakery 811 North Prince Street, Lancaster, PA  
& African American Enclave of Feagleyville, on the block bounded by  

West Clay, West Ross, Prince and Market Streets 
Research and documentation by African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania- February 2015 

Street Scene at Faegleyville [sic] Church, from “Lancaster Lyrics” by David Bachman Landis, Lancaster, PA, Pluck Art Printery, 1914  
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Above page is from this 2009 book, which was             

researched and written by Suzanne Stallings,  

Historic Preservation Specialist,  

on staff of the City of Lancaster’s  

Department of Economic Development and 

Neighborhood  Revitalization  

Feagleyville in not mentioned in the site inventories, community history narratives or bakery Building description reproduced 

here from 2009, 1995 and 1980, despite a reference and photo of the old wooden church in Jack Loose’s book from 19798. 
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Final page of a list of hundreds of properties within the City of   

Lancaster that are listed in or eligible for listing in the National 

Register of Historic Places. Page below excerpted from: 

The Historic City of Lancaster.. Lancaster, PA:  

By David B. Schneider, ed., for The Historic Preservation Trust of 

Lancaster County & City of Lancaster  

Department of Housing and Urban Development. 1995. 
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Page excerpted from  

Final Report.  

COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY  

OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER 

Compiled and written by John J.Snyder, Jr.,  

Consulting Architectural Historian-Historical Researcher,  

The Historic Preservation Trust of Lancaster County. 

 

Copyright December 1980— 

The Historic Preservation Trust of Lancaster County. 
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From  

The Heritage of Lancaster  

by John W.W. Loose,  

(Windsor Publications,  

Woodland Hills, Calif.,1978)  
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